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United States Circuit Judge for the
Eleventh Circuit.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I move to proceed to legislative ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I move to proceed to executive session
to consider Calendar No. 175, Marvin
Kaplan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Marvin Kaplan,
of Kansas, to be a Member of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board for the
term of five years expiring August 27,
2020.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Marvin Kaplan, of Kansas, to be a
Member of the National Labor Relations
Board for the term of five years expiring Au-
gust 27, 2020.

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, Marco
Rubio, Deb Fischer, John Cornyn,
Susan M. Collins, Lamar Alexander,
Roy Blunt, Luther Strange, Pat Rob-
erts, James Lankford, Bob Corker,
Richard C. Shelby, John Barrasso, Joni
Ernst, Orrin G. Hatch.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

HEALTHCARE

Mr. SCHUMER. Thank you, Madam
President.

First, on the matter of healthcare. 1
sincerely and truly hope the events of
last week are a turning point. I hope
they steer this body toward a period of
greater bipartisanship. We sure could
use it because the problems in our
healthcare system did not end last
week. We Democrats know that the Af-
fordable Care Act wasn’t perfect. We
want to keep what works—and there
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are a lot of good things in it—and we
want to fix what doesn’t. We have a lot
of work to do on that front.

Our first order of business should be
to stabilize the individual market and
then both parties should work together
through regular order through commit-
tees to discuss other improvements.
Chairman ALEXANDER and Ranking
Member MURRAY have indicated they
want to work together, have public
hearings, and do this the right away. 1
am hopeful Chairman HATCH, Ranking
Member WYDEN, both of whom have
proven themselves willing and able to
work across party lines, also will be
willing to work closely together to ad-
dress broader problems with our
healthcare system.

Let me repeat. The first order of
business should be to stabilize the indi-
vidual market, which has been racked
by uncertainty.

Right now, as insurers prepare to
lock in their rates and plans for 2018,
the Trump administration is dangling
a massive sword of Damocles over the
heads of millions of Americans, threat-
ening to end payments the administra-
tion is supposed to make that would
lower deductibles and out-of-pocket
costs for so many Americans. These
payments are critical to keeping
healthcare costs down and keeping the
markets stable. Remember, AHIP—the
largest trade group of insurers—has
said the uncertainty about these pay-
ments is ‘‘the single most destabilizing
factor in the individual market.”” That
is not CHUCK SCHUMER or some Demo-
crat saying it, it is the insurers saying
it. Make no mistake, by refusing these
payments, President Trump is sabo-
taging our healthcare system. He is ac-
tively trying to make it collapse, tak-
ing out his political loss on the Amer-
ican people. That is not being Presi-
dential; that is small, it is vindictive,
and it will hurt millions of Americans
he has sworn to help.

In Pennsylvania and North Carolina,
insurers have filed two separate sets of
possible rates for 2018; one if the pay-
ments are made and one if they are
not. If the payments are not made, pre-
miums would be 20 percent higher.

Let’s repeat that. If the payments
are not made, if President Trump fol-
lows through on his vindictive idea of
not making the payments, premiums
will be 20 percent higher for the people
of North Carolina and Pennsylvania.
So if President Trump does not guar-
antee these payments permanently,
Americans will have to pay a Trump
tax on their premiums next year.

Let me say that again. If President
Trump does not guarantee these pay-
ments, Americans will be paying a
Trump tax of 20 percent higher pre-
miums.

President Trump has a responsibility
to make our healthcare system work,
and millions of Americans will hold
him accountable if the system im-
plodes on his watch, if insurers leave
the markets on his watch, or if their
premiums go up 20 percent or more on
his watch.
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Of course, we in Congress could re-
move the uncertainty hanging over the
market and take the decision out of
the President’s hands. We can and
should guarantee these payments as
soon as possible, before the insurers set
their rates for next year. I urge my Re-
publican friends to join us on Senator
SHAHEEN'’s bill to guarantee these pay-
ments and prevent President Trump’s
premium tax from going into effect.
Republican Senators ALEXANDER, COL-
LINS, HATCH, PORTMAN, and JOHNSON
have all spoken about the need to do
this. I hope they will help us move for-
ward. We could get this done very
quickly and show the American people
that we are able to work together on
healthcare in a very bipartisan way, to
help keep costs down for so many rate-
payers.

SANCTIONS BILL

Now, Madam President, on the mat-
ter of Russia sanctions. I was very
proud last week, as nearly every Mem-
ber of Congress, save five, voted to pass
legislation for sanctions on Russia,
Iran, and North Korea; that there was
such bipartisanship on that issue. Ac-
cording to reports, the President will
sign the legislation.

These are tough sanctions. They will
have a real effect on Russia, and they
are more than justified. President
Putin violated the sovereignty of
Ukraine, aided and abetted human
rights abuses in Syria, and attacked
the very foundation of our democracy
by meddling in the 2016 election.

Just as importantly, the sanctions
bill gives Congress the ability to re-
view any decision to weaken, dilute, or
lift sanctions on Russia. President
Putin will not be able to get out from
under the sting of these sanctions
without the consent of Congress.

Let this be an unequivocal message
to Mr. Putin and any other nation that
is thinking of interfering in our elec-
tions: If you interfere with our elec-
tions, which we hold sacred, you will be
sanctioned. Those sanctions will be se-
vere.

RUSSIA INVESTIGATION

Finally, Madam President, a word on
the investigation conducted by Special
Counsel Mueller.

Since the beginning of the investiga-
tion of Russia’s meddling into our elec-
tions both here in Congress and in the
executive branch, the heavy hand of
the administration has never been far
away. We know that the administra-
tion solicited the help of the chairman
of the House Intelligence Committee to
beat back reports in the press about
Russia’s interference in our election,
and that was after 17 intelligence agen-
cies said that it happened. The Presi-
dent fired FBI Director Jim Comey and
admitted on national television that he
was thinking about ‘‘this Russia thing”’
when he did it. Then, after Special
Counsel Mueller was appointed to lead
the investigation, allies of the adminis-
tration went on television to defame
his character, to sully his reputation—
a shameful ploy to degrade a man with
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